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INTRODUCTION. 


| HE following Papers are authentic 
| Copies of the Inſtructions which were 


given by General Hoch to Colonel Tar, 


an American Officer in the French ſervice, 
who commanded the expedition to the coaſt 
of Wales, in February 1797, and which were 
found on him after he had ſurrendered him- 
ſelf a priſoner with his troops at Fiſhgard. 


Extras from them have appeared in the 
newſpapers, but the ſtile in which they are 
written has given riſe to doubts of their au- 
thenticity. The papers, as printed in the 
preſent edition, cannot well be ſubject to 
ſimilar doubts, becauſe they are taken from 


the Appendix to the Report of a Select 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe of inquiring into the 


treatment of Priſoners of War, before whom 


they were laid, having been compared with 


= A'S xx 


C 
the originals, and atteſted by the Under Se- 
cretary of State for the Home Department. 


They are offered to the public without any 
comment, and the people of England may 
ſee from them, that the real intention of the 
French is to diſunite all ranks of ſociety, and 
to fer the lower claſſes againſt the higheſt, 
with a view of more effectually deſtroying 
both. The more their intentions are known, 
the more they will be abhorrec), and it is there- 
fore with that hope that theſe papers are ſubs 
mſtted to the 3 


OC 58 


IN STRUC“E 


INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR 
COLONEL TATE. 


HERE will be placed under the com- 


mand of Col. Tate, a body of troops, 
completely organized, to the number of one 
thouſand and fifty, all reſolute determined 
men, with whom he may undertake any 
thing: They are to be called“ La Seconde 
Legion des Francs.“ 

The legion is completely e he will 
be likewiſe furniſhed with faſt-going veſſels 
with which he is to proceed, before, with, or 
after the ſquadron ; the veſſels will be victual- 


led for the paſſage, but che legion will bring 
on ſhore nothing but their ainmunition, which 


1s to be muſquer cartridges. 

Col. Tate is to have the command in chief 
of the legion; the Admiral will give the ne- 
ceſſary orders to the officer commanding the 
naval force, which will proceed up St. George 3 


channel, and the landing is to be effectuated, 


if poſſible, in or near Cardigan Bay. 
But ſhould Col. Tate, on arriving oppoſite 


the mouth of the Severn, learn that the river 


is little or not at all defended, and that the 
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wind and tide allow him to fail up, he will 
endeavour to execute a coup de main on Briſtol, 
which is the ſecond city in England for riches 
and commerce; the deſtruction of Briſtol is 
of the very laſt importance, and every poſſi- 
ble effort ſhould be made to accompliſh it. 

For this purpoſe, it will be proper to re- 
connoitre the mouth of the Severn, in the 


day time, and to fail up the Avon at night 


fall, within five miles of the town, where the 
landing ſhould be made, on the right bank, 
in the greateſt ſilence, and the troops being 
ſupplied with combuſtible matter, Col. Tate 
is to advance rapidly in the dark, on that ſide 
of Briſtol which may be to windward, and 
immediately to ſet fire to that quarter. If the 
enterprize be conducted with dexterity, it 
cannot fail to produce the total ruin of the 
town, the port, the docks, and the veſſels, 
and to ſtrike terror and amazement into the 
very heart of the capital of England. 

This object being fulfilled, Col. Tate will 


immediately re-embark croſs the Severn, and 


land below Cardiff, which he will leave on 
his right, and proceed towards Cheſter and 
Liverpool, in the manner to be pointed out 
in theſe inſtructions. 

During the paſſage, Col. Tate will take 
care that the troops obſerve the moſt exact 
difcipline, and will recommend to the naval 
officers to carry a preſs of ſail, | 

At the moment of the landing, each ſol- 
dier is to be furniſhed with one hundred 
rounds ef ammunition, proviſions for four 

i days, 


CTY 1 


days, and a double ration of wine or brandy, 


to recruit them after the 3 of the 


voyage. 

Not a moment is to be loſt in the debark- 
ation, and the ſoldiers muſt carry their am- 
munition and proviſions, until they can ſecure 
bar horſes; they are never to quit them, and 
are to take care to ſup I. what may be ex- 

pended on every poſſible occaſion. For the 
firſt two davs the legion is to keep in one 
body, obſegving not to ſuffer any to lag in the 
eur. 

Col. Tate will feel the neceſſity of waiving 
a cloſe, and ſtrong country with all poflible 
fpeed, and before committing any act of hoſ- 


tility; he will take care to avoid the mo- 


raſſes, as well from regard to the health of the 
troops, as to avoid being ſurrounded by the 
enemy. who would of courſe endeavour to 
profit of ſuch a defect in his poſition, : 


The expedition under the command of 


Col. Tate has in view three principal objects: 


che firlt is, if poflible, to raiſe an inſurrection 


in the country; the ſecond is, to interrupt and 


embarraſs the commerce of the enemy; and. 


dae third is, to prepare and facilitate the way 
for a deſcent, by diſtracting the attention of 
the Engliſh government. 

In all countries the poor are the claſs moſt 
prone ro inſurrection, and this diſpoſition is 
to be forwarded by diſtributing money and? 
drink; by inveighing againſt the government 
as the cauſe of the public diſtreſs; by recom 
ending and facilitating a riſing to 1 

A 


( 10 ) 
the public ſtores and magazines, and the pro- 
perty of the rich, whoſe affluence is the natu- 
ral ſubject of envy to the poor. 7 
It is, notwithſtanding, to be obſerved, that 
however defective may be the morality of the 
Engliſh people, they have ſtill a reſpe& for 
the laws and their magiſtrates, even in the 
moment of inſurrection; it will be therefore 
adviſeable to ſpare, as much as poſſible, the 
property of thoſe who may be in any civil | 
function, and even of the country gentlemen; ( 
all impoſitions ſhould be laid on the peers, L 
the men of rank and high fortune, the clergy, 
thoſe who ſerve as officers in the army, navy, 
and eſpecially in the militia: of all ſuch, the 
country ſeats, farms, woods, cattle, and corn, #* 
ſhould be given up to be plundered by the 
people: theſe predatory excurſions ſhould be | 
made in different and even diſtant quarters, | 
by detachments of two or three hundred | 
men each, | 
Extremities, ſuch as theſe, rendered necel- | 
fary by thoſe of the Republic, and juſtified by | 
the reflection that our cruel enemy has ſhewed 
the firſt example, will attract numbers of ar- 
tizans and workmen, of vagabonds and idlers, 
and even of malefactors; but «eſpecial care 
mult be taken not to incorporate them into 
the legion; they are to be formed into new 
companies, commanded by French officers, 
and to the end that the natives may not be 
acquainted with the force employed, theſe 
companies are to be kept aſunder, and in ig- 
norance of the details, as far as W 
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E 
vill permit; it is principally by theſe new 
formed companies that on 8 is to 
be forwarded. | 
- Fhe.commrerce of the enemy in the coun- 
try is to be interrupted by breaking | down 
bridges, cutting of dykes, and ruining cauſe- - 
ways, which is, at the ſame time, eſſentially 
neceſſary for the preſervation of the army; 
hy plundering all convoys of ſubſiſtence, the 
public ſtages and waggons, and even private 
carriages z the cutting off the ſupplies of pro- 
viſions from the principal towns, burning all 
veſſels and boats in the rivers and canals, de- 
ſtroying magazines, ſetting fire to docks and 
coal yards, rope walks, great manufactories, 
&c. &c. It is to be obſerved, like wiſe, that 
by theſe means a croud of artizans will be 


thrown“ out of employment, and of courſe 


ready to embark in any meaſure which holds 
out to them ſubſiſtence and plunder without 
labour or fatigue. 

The ſucceſb of the expedition will likewiſe 
be materially forwarded by diſarming the mi- 
litia, by burning the arienals in the ſea ports, 
by ſtopping the couricrs of government, by: 
{educing the enemy's troops to deſert, and 
the terror which the iucceſs of the legion and 
the progreſs of the inſurrection will carry into 
the boſoms of the unwarlike citizens. — 

The country molt favourable for this: 90 C. © 
tem, is that which is naturally ſtrong, and in 
which there are forges and manufactures.  « 

Subſiſtence is to be ſeized wherever it can 


be 1 if any town or village refuſe to 
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foupply it in the moment, it is to be given vp 
to immediate pillage. 5 
In order to ſpread the panic as generally 
as poſſible, the legion is to be divided into ſe- 
veral columns, having ſettled a common ren- 
dezvous, where they are to aſſemble every 


four, ſix, or eight days; the inhabitants muſt 


\ 


be obliged to ſerve as guides, and any who 
refuſe are to be puniſhed on the ſpot ; the 
magiſtrates, or ſome of their families, are 
always to be employed in preference on this 
ſervice, that they may not accuſe or Wein, 
the others. 

All denunciations et — whe: Join 
the legion, are to be puniſhed with death.— 
Wherever the legion or any of its columns 
is poſted, if the neighbouring pariſhes do not 
give inſtant notice of the approach of the 


enemy, whether by ringing of bells or other- 
wile, they are to be given up to fire and 


{word. 

For the ſafety of the troops under his 
command, Colonel Tate will avoid, as much 
as poſſible, all engagements with regular 
forces, and will, inſtead thereof, attack 
detachments, heat up their quarters, ſurprize 
their outpoſts, &c. He will encourage all 
deſerters and priſoners to enter into the new 
a0Mpanies before mentioned; ſhould ſuch 
priſoners refuſe, he will ſhave their heads and 
eyebrows, and if they are taken again in 
arms, they are to be ſhot. 

Colonel Tate will not omit to obſerve, that 
there are in England numbers of F er oc 

| who 
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who will be eager to join him, ſuch as pri- 
ſoners of war, ſoldiers and ſailors, privates 
in the emigrant regiments, and a croud of 
others, whom want and the deſire of ven- 
geance will draw to his ſtandard; he may 
admit ſuch Frenchmen into the legion; but 
he will obſerve to be on his guard that the 
new comers may not raiſe cabals or factions, 
eſpecially if there ſhould be among them 
any nobles or prieſts, whoſe ambition is only 
to be exceeded by their eowardice; ſhould 
any ſuch attempt be made, he will take 
care to puniſh it moſt ſevercly. 

Should the militia, or volunteers of any 
diſtrict, oppoſe the march of the legion, ſuch 
diſtrict is to be ſeverely puniſhed, the mili- 
tia or volunteers to be diſarmed, their arms 
to be diſt ributed among the inſurgents, and 
all ammunition carefully preſerved. 

Finally, Colonel Tate will always remem- 
ber to av:il himlelt of the talents of the prin- 
cipal officers who ſurround him; he will pro- 
ht of all favourable circumſtances to acquire 
for his party the force and confidence neceſ- 
fary to enſure ſucceſs: he will ſpare, and even 
ſuſtain, the poor and the aged, the widow 
and the orphan, and will force the great, 
who are the cauſe of all our evils, to fuſtain 

the whole burthen of the war; 
5 (Signed) Le Gen. Le 2 

Secretary of State's _ 

I hiteball, 4th May, 1798 
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IT would be imprudent to remain any 
length of time'on the coaſt, after having ef- 
fectuated your landing; you will doubtleſs 
ſee the neceſſity of penetrating into the 
country, and eſpecially into the counties of 
Cheſhire and Lancaſhire; not to ſpeak of 
the opportunities which thoſe counties afford 
you, by means of the mountains, to avoid 
the purſuit of the enemy, the field of your 
operations will be more extended: with bold- 
neſs and intelligence combined, you may 
eaſily poſſeſs yourſclf of Cheſter. or Liver- 
pool, which you will ruin by burning the 
magazines and filling up the ports, or at eaſt 
you may cut off all communication between 
thoſe cities and the inierior. There is ano- 
ther object which ſhould likewiſe decide vou 
to enter thoſe counties, as you will be joined 
there by two other columns of French troops, 
to which you will unite that under your com- 
mand, if the general commanding the expe- 
dition in chief ſha!l de fire it. 5 

It is therefore of conſequence that you di- 
rect your march, from the yery moment of 
landing, upon the town of Cheſter, where 
you will paſs the Dee, beyond which you are 
to eſtabliſh yourſelf. 

Your march ſhould be rapid and bold 
you mult not keep the main roads, but on 
_ * proceed by bye paths and hollow 

ways, 


T Fx 
ways, which are at a diſtance from the high 
road. Before you enter any village or town, 
you are to inform yourſelf whether there be 
any troops there, and what is their number; 
whether there be a river, and, 11 ſo, rade 
there be one or more bridges, whether it be 
incloſed with walls and barriers, &c.; and you 
are to take your mraſures in conſequence. 

You ſhould frequently change your guides, 
and in order to miſlead the enemy as to your 
deſtination, you ſhould not take a new one 
in preſence of him whom you diſmiſs; you 
ſhould often make countermarches, and al- 
ways mention to the guide you quit, a road; 
different from that which you mean to take, 
aſking the way to the town or village on 
which you mean to turn. your back, or at 
leaſt whither you do not mean to go. 

In order to ſpread the conſternation and 
aſtoniſnment as wide as poſſible, after the 
deſtruction of Liverpool (for this point is, 
capital) you muſt follow your blow, and 
ſeize upon ſome ſmall town or ſea port on, 
that coaſt, which you will lay under contri- 
bution. Vou may be ſure that immediately 
all the principal places will demand for their 
protection troops from the government, 
which is in want of them, and will of courſe 
be obliged to ſeparate thoſe of which it can 
diſpoſe, by which means you will be able to 
deſtroy a great number, by beating in detail, 
the detachments which may be ſent againſt 
you. | 
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The mobiliary columns can alone be ſuc- 
ceſsfully oppoſed to you, but even in that caſe 
it will be eaſy for you to deſtroy their effect. 
If they be weak, you will unite your forces and 
cruſh them; if they be ſtrong, by ſcattering 
yourſelves, and committing hoſtilities in a 
hundred different quarters; the towns, which 
will be terrified by theſe means, will ſoon de- 
mand the troops which compoſe the columns 
to protect them from your parties, who will 
thereby remain maſters of the field, and ſtarve 
both the troops and the inhabitants. I doubt 
much, whether the Engliſh know as yet the 
nature and uſe of mabiliary columns, but even 
if they do, you may find means to render them 
uſeleſs, becauſe the government has not troops 
in number ſufficient to guard all the points at. 
once, and parties like your's may over-run 
the country in a thouſand different directions. 
Your ſoldiers are to carry with them no- 
thing but their arms, ammunition, and bread: 
They will, find every where clothes, inen, 


and ſhoes; the inhabitants muſt ſupply your 


wants, and the ſcats of the gentry are to be 
your magazines. 


In caſe the country, being exhauſted, ſhould 


offer you no further reſources, or that a ſtrong 


body of troops ſhould force you to quit the 
place where you had eſtabliſhed yourſelf, you 


muſt depart with promptitude and expedition, 


make forced marches, and in the night, re- 
poſing yourſelves. by day in the woods and 
mountains; if you are obliged to halt; in 
'% order 
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„ „ 
order to procure proviſions, you muſt firſt 
chuſe a ſtrong poſition, from which you will 
ſend detachments into the neighbouring vil- 
lages ; it is with your cavalry (for you muſt 
rake care from the firſt to mount a ſufficient 
number of your troops) that you are to make 
this kind of excurſion; you will alſo obſerve 
to re- mount your cavalry as often as neceſſity 
may require it. 
Marching in this manner, unincumbered 
with baggage, your troops cannot be over- 
taken by the enemy; but if it ſnould ſo hap- 
pen that you are obliged to ſtand an engage- 
ment, you muſt remember that you are now 
a Frenchman, inaſmuch as you command 
Frenchmen, and let that incite you to attempt N 
a brilliant ftroke; remember, however, that 
nothing but inevitable neceſſity ſhould induce 
you to hazard the iſſue of a combat, and in | 
that caſe you muſt fupply by courage the de- | 
fect of numbers. Should you be forced to | 
clear your way through the enemy, you muſt | 
commence the attack, but let it be always by : 
night. About eleven o'clock, or midnight, | 
ſend out two or three patroles of four or fix 
men each, with orders to ſet fire to a dozen 
houſes in your rear, in different quarters; the 
„ enemy, believing that you are running away, 
will moſt probably purſue you, in which caſe 
you may lay an ambuſcade, or you may avoid 
him, or you may fall on the rear of one of his 
columns, which you may cut off with facility, 
in the dark, and the confuſion of an unexpected 
attack, If the enemy ſhould run to extin- 


guiſh - 


, 
—— ̃ —— 1 Torn 


n 


1 — * — 


# e — cnt 


Sk} l 
* n FR * 4 — 


5 
# 
$1 
os x 
© 
T2 
* ” 
4 
"38 
42 
* * 
| 6. 
4 
1 . 
2% 
iS 
5 
FS 
9 
5 
» 
k 
* 
3 _ 
* 
7 „ 
Py 
3 
4 
oh 
19 1 = 
+4 
* 3* 
Ib, 
f 
\ 


2 
— er ebeenend gc — — cool... _ 


— —— — . — 3 — 4 et x 


== — Hh — at 
£5 Rn 
—— 


7 „ 

guiſh the fires, you have the ſame advantages; 
you have your choice, either to avoid him, 
or, which is ſtill better, to beat him; if he re- 
mains under arms, and ſends out patroles to 
reconnoitre, you mult interrupt them, and put 
them to the bayonet, without firing a ſhot, and 
then, after two or three hours, you muſt form 
the column, and advance rapidly, o pas de 
charge, on one of his wings, which you will 
certainly rout, and then, without. puſhing the 
affair further, you will purſue your route, and 
remember to make in that day two or daes 
counter-marches. 

In this manner you may, by a beuten ac- 
tion, ſurpriſe in the night time, and cut off a 
poſt which may be oppoſed to you: in the 
day-light and open field you ought not, with 
the ſorce under your command, to heſitate to 
attack two thouſand of the enemy, and in the 
night four or even five thouſand: you ought 
to diſlodge eight hundred from a poſt, not 


being intrenched ; but if intrenched, and eſpe- 


cially with cannon, you are not to attack 
them. 

In order to paſs a river, where the bridges 
are guarded or broken down, if you cannot 
procure boats, you muſt endeavour to re- 
mount towards the ſource, in order to find a. 
paſſage by means of a ford, a mill: dam, &c. 
If you are hard preſſed, you muſt ſtrain a ſtout 
rope from one bank to the other, and paſs your 
troops; thoſe who do not know how to ſwim, 
holding faſt by the rope, and carrying their 
firelocks ſlung over their ſhoulders, with the, 

— muzzle 
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(9) 
muzzle downwards to avoid wetting the locks 
if trees can be found on the bank, long 
enough to reach acroſs, they are ſtill better 
chan f ropes; in which caſe you will fell ſeveral 
of them. If the river, though fordable, be ſo 
deep as to take the ſoldiers up to their necks, you 
muſt make the beſt ſwimmers pals firſt, and 
the others follow by ranks, each ſoldier hold- 
ing the next man ſtrongly with the left hand 
by the ſkirt of the'coat, and carrying his fire- 
lock in the right: by theſe means thoſe who 
reach the oppoſite bank firſt will ſuſtain the 
others, and aſſiſt them in getting out of the 


water: your horſes will alſo be of uſe, but 


you mult not reckon upon them. 
In cafe your poſition ſhould be at laſt no 
longer tenable, or that ſuperior forces ſhould 


force you to quit the country, bordering on 


the channel, you muſt not loſe an inſtant to 
Join two French parties ſent into the counties 
of York, Durham, and Northumberland. In 
that caſe you muſt ſend me notice into Ireland, 


that I may be enabled to execute a diverſion: 


in your favour, An officer in diſguiſe may 
reach me, either by ſcizing a fiſhing boat on 
the coaſt of Wales, or elſe by the route of 
Scotland. 
count upon your e and your cou- 
rage; you may equally rely upon the grati- 
tude of the French nation, and my eſteem and 
regard in particular. 
My intention in giving you theſe inſtructions 
is leſs that you ſhould attach yourſelf to the 
letter, 
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letter, than to the ſpirit of what they contain 5 
and I leave to your judgement to make ſuch 


modification therein as circumſtances may 
dender. neceſſary. 


(Signed) Le Gen. Le Hiche, 
Secretary of State's Office, 


Whitehall, 4th May, 1798. 


Compared with the original, 7, King. 
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The Publiſher of the above Tracts 
feels himſelf highly gratified by the very ex- 
tenſive circulation which they have already 


obtained; and, as he is deſirous of makiug 

the Collection as uſeful as poſſible, he will be 
obliged to any Gentleman who ſhall kindly 8535 
furniſn h. m with any hints which may con- 
| | vide [ 


—— —— — 


— 
* 


— — 


1 . 
TAG 4 
= 


7X4 
* 
* 


8 
— 

. — 

A - 


- y a 5 


8 - * ) . 
4 1 -v . „ . 22 nt 7 ” 
' 12 N 2 0 ; 6 pr 3 * . » 


*« 4 
1 
11 e 3 


5 TS 
i $4 Fe . 
x 7 N i 
8 . A 
* 2 


